
HOME "TO DO" LIST BY MONTH 

JANUARY:  Make a list of upcoming projects needed in your home.  Prioritize and budget 
for them accordingly.  Check all plumbing fixtures for leaks and repair.  Make sure the 
toilets are secure to the floor to prevent leakage from the seals.  Add food coloring to the 
toilet tank bowl at night; if there is colored water in the toilet bowl in the morning, the 
flapper needs to be replaced.  Locate the water and gas mains and the shut o�s for each. 
Remove the toe kick cover under the dishwasher and check for leaks while the appliance is 
running.

FEBRUARY:  Organize the closets, garage, basement and shed.  Discard unused or 
unnecessary items. Properly discard of old paint.  Clean and vacuum lint from dryer trap, 
duct and vent to prevent fires.  Complete interior paint projects.  Clean or replace furnace 
filters monthly, quarterly or as needed to maximize furnace e�ciency.  Vacuum refrigerator 
coils to insure maximum e�ciency.  Clean baseboards, woodwork and doors throughout 
the home. 

MARCH:  Clean and repair window screens; check porch screens' condition before the bug 
season begins. Check garage door operation, be sure the pressure safety feature is working 
properly on an automatic door. Use owner's manual for reference.  For convenience, add an 
exterior garage keypad, placed high enough that small children cannot operate it.  Move 
firewood at least 30' away from the home to prevent infestation from wood destroying 
pests and rodents.  Check foundation for cracks and seal, or call a certified contractor to 
inspect to prevent water infiltration from the spring rains.  Prune overgrown bushes and 
trees before they begin budding.  Build and repair fences and arbors.

APRIL:  Reverse ceiling fans and clean blades.  Check condition of exterior siding and roof 
shingles to be sure wind hasn't loosened or damaged them.  Hose the winter grime o� 
siding and gutters.  A mild bleach solution can be sprayed on the siding and shingles to 
remove streaking and mildew; rinse with clean water. Spray from the bottom up to lessen 
streaking on the siding. 

MAY:  Scrape and repaint exterior once the daytime temperature is above 50 degrees 
Fahrenheit.  Don't paint in direct sunlight, as the paint will dry too quickly. Better quality 
paint is a much more sound investment than the least expensive one as it will wear and last 
longer. Check mortar on masonry and chimneys for needed repair. Clean grill and replace 
broken grill parts.  Check crawl space for debris, which should be removed,  moisture and 
pest damage.  Clean and repair concrete drives, walkways, and patios.  Clean windows and 
storms as well as the inside sills.  Dewinterize irrigation system.

JUNE:  Power wash decks with mild bleach solution to remove moss or mildew; once dry, 
reseal or stain. Prepare an emergency kit for storm season with a working flashlight, extra 
batteries, and other essentials.  For more information, go to www.homesafeteycouncil.org.  
Vacuum coils under the refirigerator and freezer to maximize e�ciency.  Don't forget 
appliances in the basement or garage.  Check the washing machine water supply line; if 
cracked or soft, replace so it doesn't break while you are gone.  Test the GFCI breakers 
throughout your home, especially the one the supplies power to the freezer in the garage.


